
ALCOHOL IN INFLUENZA.

Under date of October 1, 1918, the following
letter, signed and countersigned by the Presi-
dent and Secretary of the Boston Liquor Deal-
ers' Association, was sent out to the physicians
of Boston :

If there are any of your patients ill such financial
circumstances that they are unable to purchase whis-
key or other alcoholic stimulants for medicinal pur-
poses to combat the influenza and you feel that such
a prescription is necessary to their recovery, our

Association will gladly supply whatever you need,
without cost, while the epidemic continues.

Please 'phone or write to me at the above address
and I will see that the prescriptions are delivered
promptly.
This letter is sent after a talk with Dr. Woodward,

who suggested that any offer of this action should be
made direct rather than through the Health Com-
missioner's Office.

This letter has been construed by some as an

effort on the part of the Association to use the
Health Department of Boston in the exploita-
tion of alcoholic stimulants "to combat the in-
fluenza." Others read into the letter a willing-

ness and desire on the part of the Health Com-
missioner to exploit the use of alcoholic liquors
for this purpose. In order that all circum-
stances of the case may be known and
presented to the medical profession, it seems
desirable to publish certain correspondence,
relative to the matter, which has been placed
in our hands.

The first document, dated October 13, 1918,
is a letter from the Health Commissioner to the
President of the Boston Liquor Dealers' Asso-
ciation.

Exception has been taken to the letter that you
sent to the physicians of this city, under date of
October 1. 191S, offering to supply their patients,
through them, with such whiskey and other alcoholic
stimulants for medicinal purposes to combat the in-
fluenza as the physicians might deem necessary, and
as the patients might find difficulty in purchasing
because of their straightened financial circumstances.
The particular part of the letter to which exception
has been taken is the last paragraph, as follows :

"This letter is sent after a talk with Dr.
Woodward, who suggested that any offer of
this action should be made, direct rather
than through the Health Commissioner's
Office."

I told you further, as you doubtless recall, that I.
as Health Commissioner, could not presume to advise
the physicians of Boston as to whether they should or
should not use alcoholic stimulants for the treatment of
influenza, but that each physician must determine
in each case that came under his care whether he
would or would not use alcohol, etc. I told you fur-
ther that the Health Department had no persons
under its care who were being treated for influenza.
These circumstances. I explained, rendered it im-
possible for the Health Department to make use of
any whiskey or other alcoholic stimulant for the
treatment of any person suffering from influenza.

You thereupon inquired as to how you could get
into touch with physicians who were treating pa-
tients suffering from influenza, and I told you that
it seemed to me that the only way in which you
could do so was by presenting the matter to them
directly, yourself.
The foregoing statement embodies all of the mate-

rial facts of the case. In view of the criticism that,
your letter has evoked. I am sending a copy of this
letter to the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal,
as the agency through which I may be able to make
my position clear to the medical profession of the
city, and to the Anti-Saloon League, through which
the prohibition element of the city may be correctly
and definitely informed.

The phraseology of this letter is unfortunate inas-
much as the use of the words "rather than" seems
to imply that I had contemplated making officially for
you the offer embodied in your letter. This, of
course, was not the case.

You doubtless recall that you came to me, on
behalf of the Boston Liquor Dealers' Association,
and offered to furnish, through my office, to any per-
son who might be in need of whiskey or other alco-
holic stimulant for the prevention or cure of influ-
enza, and who might be financially unable to obtain
it, such supplies of whiskey or other alcoholic stimu-
lant as might be necessary.
I told you then that, in my judgment, the best

medical opinion was to the effect that alcoholic
stimulants had no preventive action in relation to
influenza, that I wholly accepted that opinion, and
that I had no use for any alcoholic stimulant for
any person for the prevention of influenza.
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The second document is the following reply
of the President of the Boston Liquor Dealers'
Association to the above letter:

Your letter of October 13th received, together with
copy of a letter addressed to me which you ask me
to criticize and approve before you send the final
draft to the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.
I thank you for the opportunity and accept the
offer herewith.

Please understand that our Association is not hope-
ful of overcoming the animus on the part of the
officers of the Anti-Saloon League and will not waste
time in the attempt. We are a responsible organiza-
tion, with millions of invested capital, regulated by
law and licensed to do business under an annual vote
of approval by a large majority of the citizens of
Boston.

So far as our offer to the physicians of the city
is concerned, the letter from you was the first intima-
tion received by us that there was the slightest mis-
understanding about it. The offer has been accepted
at its face value by a number of physicians and we
have been thanked for making it.
It would have been manifestly discourteous and

irregular on our part to make any offer of stimulants
to anybody for combating the influenza, without first
consulting you. That was why we made the offer to
you at the conference which you granted us for the
purpose of offering you our hearty cooperation as an
organization. The stimulant offer was only incidental.
Not only did you state, however, that any offer of

the nature cohtemplated should be made direct, but
you specifically suggested that, in addition to the
doctors, we should include the District Nursing Asso-
ciation—an organization unknown to us up to that
moment.

Your views on whiskey were outlined to us and you
will recall that we took no exception to your views.
Whether criticism on our part of methods of medi-
cinal treatment in conflict with yours would have
been accepted with equal equanimity by you is a
question.

( lui- offer was made in the utmost good faith ; it
cannot be misunderstood by any one who wishes to
understand it; and any attempt to pervert a simple
a< ( of common decency or to place us in a false light
on the part of the Anti-Saloon League or other agita-
tors who do not concur in the majority views of the
voters of Boston, will be met. with the facts, as here-
in outlined.

This correspondence makes clear the entire
situation and should wdiolly remove from the
minds of any who have entertained it, the
slightest impression of unjustifiable action on

the part of the Health Department. The per-
sonal attitude of the Health Commissioner, in
which we editorially concur, is that the use of
alcohol in any form for the prevention of in-
fluenza is not justified by anything we know
concerning its physiologic and therapeutic ac-

tion, nor by anything we knowr concerning the
etiology of influenza. Whether alcohol shall or

shall not be used in any case for the treatment
of a patient suffering from influenza is a mat-
ter which must be determined by the physician
in attendance, and upon which the Health Com-

missioner cannot and properly should not pass
judgment.

AMERICAN MEDICAL BIOGRAPHIES.
We are glad to announce that arrangements

have been made with the authors of the
forthcoming "American Medical Biography"
by which a certain number of selected biog-
raphies from that book will appear in the
columns of the Journal in the immediate fu-
ture. The first of them is published in the
present issue.

MEDICAL NOTES.
Yellow Fever in Guatemala.—Cases of yel-

low fever have developed at San José, Guate-
mala, and the Commandant and the port doctor
have died from that disease. A steamer which
arrived at Acajutla on October 18, was placed
in quarantine because it touched San José. The
Salvadorean government has ordered that the
frontier between Guatemala and Salvador be
closed. Travelers will be permitted neither to
enter nor to leave Salvador.

Tuberculosis Unit Lands in France.—The
American Red Cross Tuberculosis Unit for
Italy arrived safely in France on October 20
and proceeded at once to Rome. The unit
consists of Miss Isabel Hall, public health
nurse; Seymour Stone, field secretary; and
Morgan H. Stafford, assistant manager, all of
Boston.

President Receives European Surgeons.—
Surgeons of England, France and Italy who
are guests of the American College of Surgeons
were presented to President Wilson at the
White House on October 22. They will visit a

number of cities before sailing for home. They
will visit Camp Greenleaf, Fort Oglethorpe,
St. Paul, and Rochester, Minn. ; Chicago and
Pittsburgh. The party includes Sir Thomas
Myles of Dublin, formerly president of the Col-
lege of Surgeons in Ireland ; Col. George E.
Gask, D.S.O., consulting surgeon of the British
4th Army in France; Maj. George Grey Turner
of Newcastle-on Tyne; Maj. Pierre Duval of
Paris, a member of the faculty of the Univer-
sity of Paris; Dr. Henry Beclere, an x-ray ex-

pert of Paris; Maj. Adrien Piollet of Ambre,
France ; Lt. George Loewy, instructor in the
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